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Vizcaya, Miami, FL
Romance abounds in this beautiful location 
with its Italian Renaissance garden, native 
woodlands and historic outbuildings. Its 
extensive gardens and open-air courtyard 
bring a feeling of awe. 
The museum has seventy rooms of beautiful 
15th though 19th century artifacts to 
view and also provides the opportunity to 
see the beauty of Mediterranean Revival 
architecture. A feeling of love persists 
through the entire visit.

MARCH 
NOTES
Best parks in South Florida

Writer of the story
John Sebastian Doe

Photographer
LaLa Freeman

Flamingo Gardens, 
Davie, FL
Nothing enhances a romantic interlude more 
than visiting a beautiful Botanical garden 
together. Holding hands, you can stroll along 
trails surrounded by striking plants and 
trees. You will see numerous birds in a free-
flight aviary and other animals in a crocodile 
lagoon. If you get tired, you have the option 
of riding on a tram.

South Pointe Park, 
Miami Beach, FL
This park provides access to one of the most 
beautiful beaches in the area. It is especially 
impressive when you walk along the beach 
with your romantic other and watch a 
beautiful sunrise or sunset. 
Hours for the park are sunrise until 10 PM 
and offer a large number of activities to enjoy 
together.
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RADIO BAR’S LADIES 
NIGHT CAT FIGHT 

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE 
PLAYER IN ACTION

VIETNAM AT THE MIAMI 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

STILL TIME TO ATTEND 
HOME/DESIGN EVENT

A Miami Beach must see is 
Radio Bar’s Ladies Night Cat 
Fight, which occurs every 
Wednesday from 6 to 9 PM. 
Ladies enjoy free Nina, Khloe, 
Angie and Lady Love cocktails 
as well as alcohol filled Sweet 
& Tipsy cupcakes. The bar is 
located at 814 1st St., Miami 
Beach.

Tennis enthusiasts will not 
want to miss the 2016 Miami 
Open Tennis competition at 
Crandon Park Tennis Center 
on Key Biscayne. Top players 
will display their skills Monday, 
March 21 through Sunday, April 
3. See top ranking players fight 
it out on the court and be able to 
cheer for the winner.

The Miami Children’s Museum, 
is presenting a showcase 
of Vietnam traditions and 
customs until May 8, 2016. 
You don’t want to miss this 
family oriented presentation of 
interactive activities, parades, 
games, music, flowers and 
food prepared in celebration of 
Vietnam’s Tet Festival.

Homeowners and designers 
are raving about the exhibits at 
Miami’s Home Show being held 
at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center. The show ends March 
21st, but it is still possible to 
discover thousands of new 
design ideas and view superior 
home furnishings. Get new 
design ideas for your home.

Lincoln Road Mall Antique Market        
March, 13 and 27

This seasonal antique and flea market offers the opportunity to find 
outstanding bargains in unique collectibles, vintage clothing, jewelry, 
furniture and other one-of-a-kind items, which can add the ‘extra’ 
look to your possessions.
Pucci, Fiorucci, Gucci and other famous stylist garments have been 
found at this market. Furniture from estate sales often provides 
a wide array of Art Deco, Modern Danish and other well-known 
brands. This allows you to pay pennies for something that originally 
sold at a very high price.
The market’s hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and early risers get first-pick 
of items offered. Many well-known dealers and interior decorators 
shop this market to pick up unusual pieces for their specific needs. 
This particular antique market is well known throughout the area, 
offers free admission, public parking and a variety of places for 
lunch.

EDITOR’S PICK
THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
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TEXAS DE BRAZIL 
RESTAURANT

JOE’S STONE CRAB 
RESTAURANT

NEXXT CAFE 
ON LINCOLN ROAD MIAMI

Texas de Brazil is a family owned and 
operated steakhouse. One feature 
of the dining experience is to have 

gauchos (cowboys) come through the 
restaurant serving seasoned cuts of 
various kinds of meats on a sword-

like skewer. They stop at each table to 
carve slices for the diners to enjoy. 

300 Alton Road, Suite 200, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139
(305) 695-7702

You might want to try the Conch 
Fritters or Wild Oysters for an 

appetizer. Soup and salads include 
items such as Stone Crab Bisque and 

Caesar Salad. The main menu includes 
3 Stone crabs with salad and dessert 

and 1/2 rack of BBQ Ribs, among 
many other items. 

11 Washington Ave, 
Miami Beach, FL 33139

(305) 673-0365

Starting out as a coffee house in 1999, 
Nexxt Café has become a favorite 
with people who are in the Miami 

South Beach area. Try the Bang Bang 
Chicken or Clay Pot Beef to discover a 
new entre’ that will provide an exciting 

experience in dishes not found on 
most restaurant menus.

700 Lincoln Rd, 
Miami Beach, FL 33139

(305) 532-6643

MARCH SFL FINE DINING,  
TOP PICK RESTAURANTs + BARS 
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ULTRA
MUSIC FEST
FACTS ABOUT THE ULTRA 
MUSIC FESTIVAL IN MIAMI

NAMED THE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 
IN HONOR OF 
DEPECHE MODE’S 
1997 ALBUM, 
ULTRA.

The ULTRA Music Festival in Miami is 
known throughout the world for its 
fantastic presentation of music, lights 
and design. Founded in Miami by Russel 
Faibisch and Alex Omes in March of 1999, 
it is now presented throughout the world 
in places such as Bogota, Tokyo, Lima, 
Seoul, and Spain. This electronic dance 
music (EDM) festival is a place where 
electronic music enthusiasts can enjoy 
the music of well-known artists while 

mingling with other participants. The 
name UlTRA was named after Depeche 
Mode’s 1997 ULTRA music album.

The construction of the outstanding 
stages and lighting is the result of many 
hours of hard work and dedication. The 
top DJs are located on several stages 
with unique and massive “lighting 
structures” surrounding the stage. Steve 
Lieberman, LD/production designer, Ray 

Steinman and creative designer Richard 
Milstein work together to present a 
wonderful and creative area to enhance 
musician’s presentation. Each stage 
has more than 200 moving lights, video 
elements and tons of LEDS. These 
stages are individually designed and 
with the main stage being 200 feet wide 
and 88 feet tall. 

This year’s music festival will again be 

Writer of the story
Betty B
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In 2012, a record 155,000
people attended the festival

held in Miami’s beautiful downtown 
Bayfront Park, which not only provides 
a beautiful scenic view but also has the 
space to accommodate large crowds. 
Three-day tickets are sold for Tiers One, 
Two and Three. Tier One(Early Bird) is 
$299.95, Tier Two (Advance) is $324.95 
and Tier Three (Regular) is $349.95. VIP 
tickets are available for $750, which 
allows one to avoid standing in line. 
Unfortunately, Tiers One and Two are 
sold out. Table service is available for VIP 
guests over the age of 21.

There are 31 well-known headliners and 
41 support groups scheduled for this 
festival. Headliners such as AFROJACK, 
CARIBOU, MARCO CAROLA, MIKE 
SNOW, JAMIE JONES and TYCHO as well 
as support groups such as FAKEAR, 
FELIX JAEHN, ROBIN SCHULTA and 
many other well known musicians will 
perform. The spectacular light displays 
allow these performers to present their 
best in electronic music.

Attendance at the festival this year is 
expected to top 250,000 with ticket sales 
amounting to over $30 million dollars. 
The overall economic impact on South 
Florida is expected to be approximately 
$79 million dollars. Attendees are not 
just from the United States but 60% 
come from other parts of the world. 

Because of security concerns, those 
entering the park will be patted down, 
must show government identification 
and only transparent bags and 
backpacks are permitted. No one under 
18 years of age is admitted to the park.

“ULTRA MUSIC FESTIVAL WAS FOUNDED AND PRODUCED IN 1999 BY 

RUSSELL FAIBISCH AND ALEX OMES.”
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SOUTH FLORIDA’S 
ANIMAL PARKS

EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT 
OF A SAFARI EDVENTURE

Writer of the story
John Sebastian Doe

Photographer
Roger Thompson

   Safari Edventure is a small jewel in the 
middle of a large city. Its custodians have 
developed five acres into a beautiful 
combination of native and exotic trees, 
an enchanting sunken rain forest and 

23700 SW 142ND AVE
 HOMESTEAD, FL 33032

(305) 238-9453

hummingbird and butterfly gardens. As 
a non-profit organization, its employees 
and volunteers are dedicated to making 
this an outstanding adventure for young 
and old alike. 
 Upon entering the zoo, you will be 
overwhelmed with the colors exhibited 
by over 500 beautiful exotic plants. This 
completes the impression of entering 
an actual jungle and creates an exciting 
feeling that carries through the rest of 
the day. 
 One of the interesting features to 
enjoy is their organic garden. There you 
will find fascinating plants in sections 
labeled spices, herbs, candy, medicinal, 
pizza, vegetables and drinks. Many 
people do not realize the relationship 
between these plants and what they are 
eating or drinking every day.
 Another highlight of this exciting 
adventure is a close-up experience with 
wildlife from five different continents. 

Imagine holding a baby Lemur, Monkey, 
Fox, Timber or Arctic Wolf, Alligator or 
another one of the many species that 
are cared for at this location.
When looking for a place the whole 

family will enjoy, Safari Edventure is the 
place to go. It ranks four stars in visitors’ 
reviews and is an adventure that will last 
a lifetime.Fun places to visit 

with family and 
friends
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The Zoological Wildlife Foundation.
This foundation provides guided tours over beautifully landscaped 

grounds. A guide leading the tour explains about the various animals 

and personal contact is allowed with a number of exotic animals and 

birds. 

Prices are: $85.00 per adult, $45.00 for children 4-17 with children 

three or under free. Reservations must be made in advance.

Zoo Miami, also called Miami MetroZoo, is a shortened 

name for the Miami-Dade Zoological Park and Gardens. It is 

recognized as the only tropical zoo in the United States and has the 

largest zoological garden in Florida. There is not enough room in this 

small article to describe all the wonders of 750 acres that hold over 

3,000 animals from around the world.

Prices are: Adults 13 and older $18.95, Children 3-12 $15.95 and 

children 2 and under free.

Monkey Jungle. This wildlife park is completely 

dedicated to monkeys. Its thirty acres is staged in an Amazon 

rainforest atmosphere, which makes one feel they are actually in 

the forest. The park features tunnels, which give the feeling of the 

monkeys being free and the humans caged. 

Prices are: Adults $30.00, seniors and active-duty U.S. Military 

$28.00, children (ages 4-12) $24.00 and children 3 years and under 

free.
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International 
Fair Showcases 
World-Renowned 
Contemporary Artists 

Miami played host over Presidents 
Day weekend to Art Wynwood, a five-
day annual winter event that attracted 
thousands of art-loving enthusiasts 
from around the globe. This year’s fair 
treated visitors to exhibits focusing on 
emerging, cutting-edge, contemporary 
and modern artwork presented by over 
70 international galleries. Ranging 
from emerging talent to notable 
contemporary and modern artists, 
the exhibitors were widely diverse. 
The CONTEXT Art Miami Pavilion 
provided ample room for the event 
known for its unique approach to 
audience engagement. New for this 
year were a 1960s exhibition, a tribute 
to notable Miami institutions and the 
first international exhibit featuring 
works of photography artist Kevin 
O’Leary. All proceeds and sales from 
O’Leary’s exhibit went to the Perry J. 
Cohen Foundation. The foundation was 
created to raise awareness of water 
safety in sports and recreation.

Presented by Merrill Lynch, the 
exclusive VIP Preview on February 11 
offered cardholders and accredited 
press members the opportunity to be 
the first to view the highly-anticipated 
exhibits. Attendees enjoyed cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres knowing they 
had the privilege to experience the 
spectacular displays one day before 
the general public.

In honor of this year’s Presidential 
election and noteworthy among the 
event’s features were large printed 
murals replicating Bernie Taupin’s 
Sleeping Beauty that adorned both 
sides of the main entry. A British-
born naturalized American citizen, 
Taupin expresses his reverence for 
the American flag in much of his work. 

ART 
WYNWOOD
2016
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MIKE RIVAMONTE SARAH BAHBAH

 Born in Mexico City in 1977. Moved to 
Miami in 2013. Utilizing an assortment 
of technics, for example, oils, acrylics, 

wood, fabric, paper in mix with her manual 
artworks are utilized to make marvelous 
pictures that can take you back to your 

youth dreams and your inward child.

Miami Artist from the Bakehouse Art 
Complex, known for eccentric robots 

produced using capricious discovers like 
vintage radios and old mouthpieces, was 

motivated by youth recollections of outings 
to Florida. Rivamonte’s robots, all made of 

recycled stuff.

Australian photographer created the series 
‘Sex and Takeout’, capturing naked humans 

with assorted kinds of food. The aliment 
items are mostly acclimated as backdrop to 
awning up their annoying bits, sometimes 
they are just lying about while a brace is 

bluffing about next to them. 

70 INTERNATIONAL GALLERIES PRESENTED EMERGING, CUTTING 
EDGE, CONTEMPORARY AND MODERN WORKS OF ART.

The original Sleeping Beauty was 
showcased within the Waterhouse 
& Dodd booth. Paying tribute to a 
decade of revolutionary creativity 
and innovation, the 60s Will Blow 
Your Mind exhibit introduced a new 
generation to a genre that gave rise to 
a global connection among artists. Of 
note in the exhibit were the 1968 color 

screen print Flash, 11.35Red Kennedy 
by Andy Warhol, The Beatle Pillow 
Fight from 1964, considered to be 
Harry Benson’s best photograph ever, 
and Robert Indiana’s 1968 color screen 
print German Love. Distinguished 
exhibitors at the 2016 Art Wynwood 
fair included Waterhouse & Dodd, an 
international business specializing in 

work from the impressionist era to 
the present; FREDERIC GOT of Paris; 
London’s ARCHEUS/POST-MODERN, 
a gallery that features works by Zero 
Group, international post-war and 
contemporary artists; and Miami’s 
own Robert Fontaine, a gallery that 
promotes all levels of artists ranging 
from emerging to master.

SHARON BEREBICHEZ
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Art has many faces - from ancient to 
modern. Graffiti is often considered 
the pinnacle of present-day urban art. 
Often caught in a controversy between 
being judged as illegal vandalism or 
conventional art, this tough street smart 
medium is one of the most seen forms of 
expression the world over. South Florida 
offers one of the most engaging displays 
of graffiti art found anywhere. From the 
concept of the late Tony Goldman, this 
neighborhood emerges as the premier 
exposition of contemporary street art 
and places Miami Beach at the center 
of must-see exhibits. Hipsters and art 
aficionados will love the street art style 
and the depth of dedication shown on 
the over 80,000 square feet of exciting 
colors and fantastic graphic images.

From the moment you walk into 
Wynwood Walls, you instantly feel 
that you’re in another world filled with 
fun, passion, excitement, insight and 
fantasy. The artists bring together their 
experiences, their philosophies, and their 
love of life in a whirlwind of shapes, hues, 
and textures. Graffiti is a modern day 
collection of wit, wisdom, and expresses 
the feelings of individuals as well as 
being a commentary on issues of the 
day. No subject is off limits to the work 
of these fabulously creative individuals. 
Life and death, politics, family, drugs, 
and sex are common themes as well as 

tongue-in-cheek comments on human 
nature. Some are obscure, some are 
straight to the point, but all are thought 
provoking and enrich our observations 
of the world we live in.

The artists monikers themselves are 
a smorgasbord of names. Lady Pink, 
Miss Van, Retna, Swoon, Fafi, How and 
Nosm, Os Gemeos and Futura. Aiko, 
Tristan Eaton, Shepard Fairey, and Neuzz 
are just a few of the many people who 
worked to create this masterpiece of 
South Florida. The names alone conjure 
images of the odd, the talented, and the 
absurd. Newspapers and magazines 
including the likes of Vogue, Vanity 
Fair, and The New York Times have all 
reported on the goings-on of this mecca 
for acclaimed graffiti artists from all over 
the world.

No trip to Southern Florida would be 
complete without a visit to Wynwood 
Walls. It is located in the heart of Miami 
and just a stone’s throw from Miami 
Beach. It’s a city within a city, and you 
will be transformed by the experience.

MUST VISIT 
PLACES IN SFL
WYNWOOD WALLS - 
MIAMI’S PANORAMA OF GRAFFITI CULTURE

Writer of the story
Sebastian Levi
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The works of 
artists such as 

Miss Van, Retna, 
Swoon and Futura 
can be seen at the 

Wynwood Walls. 
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SETH  
BRAMSON

HISTORIAN
AUTHOR

SCHOLAR
COLLECTOR

Ever since I moved to Miami, many 
years ago, I have been fascinated by 
this beautiful city and its history. Just 
when you think you have seen it all, you 
find a new place or a new interesting 
piece of history hidden in some unusual 
location. It is absolutely mind blowing 
how this region has evolved, grown, 
and developed over such a short span 
of time. Only image that many have is 
that less than one hundred years ago 
Miami Beach had just barely come into 
existence and Miami itself was nothing 
but a little city with dirt-roads. And 
look at it now – the city of the future 
on steroids, as Miami is growing faster 
than ever. Bigger and better sky-rises 
are constantly continuing to shape the 
skyline of this magical city. It is obvious 
where the city is heading, but where it 
comes from, only a few people can tell 
you. One of  those very few people is 
Miami’s own historian, author, scholar, 
collector, and just an awesome person 
– Professor Seth H. Bramson. I had 
the pleasure of sitting down with 
Mr. Bramson and asking him some 
questions.

Seth Bramson was born in New York, but 
in 1946, when he was only 2 years old, 
his family moved to Florida. Or as Seth 
likes to tell it, “When I was 2 years old in 
New York City and it was horribly hot and 
I said to my father, you know dad it is too 

hot here, so  lets go to Miami Beach…”
Mr. Bramson has written 23 books of 
historical significance on the places, 
people, and events shaping the 
landscape of South Florida. He is the 
only person in the country who holds 
the official title of Company Historian 
with an American railroad. His book, 
SPEEDWAY TO SUNSHINE: THE STORY 
OF THE FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY 
is the official history of that famous line. 
On top of all that, he is the only person 
in the state who bears the official title of 
City Historian with a Florida municipality. 
And the list goes on and on…

What influenced you to become a 
historian and an author?
At the age of twelve I walked into the 
Florida East Coast Railway’s City Ticket 
Office here in in the Ingraham Building in 
downtown Miami for the first time and 
asked for time tables. And that’s where 
it all started. This coming May, May of 
2016, starts my 58th year of, as we 
like to laughingly say, “collecting all this 
junk”. 
I went to school here on Miami Beach, 
went to Miami Beach High and all 
those years was collecting. But in 
those days I never thought of going to 
college to become a history major. I 
made up my mind that I was going to 
go to Cornell University School of Hotel 
Administration. And I did. I became the 
first Miami-Dade Junior College graduate 
to be accepted at Cornell University 
and the first Miami-Dade graduate to 
graduate from Cornell.
My great love for the Florida East Coast 
Railway was always there. I have always 
loved the history of the railroads. And 
as I grew up in Miami I became more 
and more familiar with Miami history, 
became more and more fascinated with 
that, also. I guess you can say that I 
became a historian from the first time 
I walked into the FEC ticket office in 
downtown Miami.

What is your message?
I think no small part of “the message” 
is to try to convey, not just the love for 
history that I have, to the reader, but 
to share the information. And the most 
important thing, that I think  that I can 
do, is to debunk some of the nonsensical 

myths regarding local history, which, 
unfortunately and unhappily, continued 
to be propagated by both so-called 
historians who should know better and 
by docents and volunteers at museums 
who are spouting off nonsense and total 
historical untruths. Sadly, the Miami 
Herald, which keeps telling us how 
wonderful the paper is, has no interest—
none at all—in historical accuracy, and 
my numerous pleas to them to allow 
me to look over historical articles for 
factuality before they go to press have 
been met with complete indifference.

I do what I do 
because I love it 

and because 
I enjoy it.

You have the largest private collection 
of Miami memorabilia and Floridiana 
in the country. What are some of your 
most interesting pieces?
Some years ago I was given the 
collection of the late, great Isidor Cohen 
– Miami’s first permanent Jewish settler. 
Fantastic!!! Thousands of pieces! I also, 
several years ago, made an incredible 
purchase: the largest single purchase 

Seth H. Bramson
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Miami's True 
Historian

Seth  H. Bramson

of Floridians ever made by a private 
individual, as opposed to the museums, 
or universities buying larger collections. 
This purchase was of the William 
Gleason collection. William Gleason 
was a scalawag, and a carpetbagger. 
He became a lieutenant governor of 
Florida and a major Florida land owner. 
In the Gleason collection there weren’t 
thousands of documents, there were 
tens of thousands of documents. What 
was in this collection?  Among other 
incredible treasures were the only two 
known to exist Julia Tuttle signed letters 
in Dade County, but thousands of other 
great pieces came from that collection.

We also have the largest collection in 
public or private hands in America of 
what is known as “restricted clientele” 
memorabilia, the booklets, brochures 
and postcards published by the various 
hotels letting Jewish people that they 
were not welcome as guests at those 
hotel.

In his collection Mr. Bramson has tens 
of thousands of historical photographs, 
posters, brochures, signs, documents, 
letters and many other pieces of 
Miami memorabilia and Floridiana. And 
because there are so many of them it is 
hard to label any as his favorite or more 
interesting over others.

As the interview went on I asked Mr. 
Bramson what was his take on the 
changes that the city of Miami and its 
surrounding cities have gone through 
in the past few decades. Although 
Seth believes that many positives have 
happened to Miami during those years, 
he notes that there have been at least 
an equal number of negative events.  As 
the interest in the region increased and 
the funds began to pour in, the local 
economy and the region’s infrastructure 
have certainly taken an upward direction. 
On the other hand he notes that, 
while growth and development were 
underway, too many of the historical 
architectures and far too much of our 
local habitat have been destroyed.

What advice would you give to new 
generation of South Floridians?
What I think is important is that really 
they understand the importance of 
being good citizens, the importance of 
respect, and learning to speak like ladies 
and/or gentlemen. I believe strongly in 
good citizenship and that’s what I want 
my students to learn.

Mr. Bramson has been teaching at the 
college level for 31 years.  While he is a 
tough guy in his classroom,he is, at the 
same time, loved dearly by many of his 
students and frequently receives thank 
you letters from them for the guidance 

he has given them through the years.

How do you see Miami in the next 10 
years?
You know, people will often say to 
me, “Seth, If Carl Fisher could come 
back what do you think he would say 
about… If Henry Flagler could come back 
what…” And you know what the answer 
is “I don’t have the slightest damn idea 
because whatever we would give either 
of them, or George Merrick might say, it 
would probably not be correct!”

Mr. Bramson went on to say that he 
did have a few concerns for Miami and 
South Florida, but only time will tell what 
the future years will bring. And as for Mr. 
Bramson, one thing is for sure - he still 
will be writing history and collecting “all 
this junk”, as Seth laughingly refers to his 
life’s work, the same way he did all his 
life.

You can find Seth Bramson’s books 
at Books & Books, Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon.com, and of course on Mr. 
Bramson’s website 
www.sethbramsonbooks.com

If you want to see the full interview with 
Professor Bramson, please visit our 
website 
www.sflstyle.com/articles/life
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MODEL OF THE MONTH
Hi, my name is Maria. I am 23 years old, originally from Colombia. I came to Miami a few 
years ago to study at the university to become a doctor. Miami is my favorite city. It is so 
awesome and presents lots of opportunities for everyone. I have many hobbies such as 
water sports, running with my dog Coco at the beach, and dancing. I also love going out 
to South Beach with my friends and have fun.

VOTE
FOR ME
TO VIEW MORE PHOTOS AND VOTE 
FOR MARIA VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
WWW.SFLSTYLE.COM/HOTORNOT
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INTERVIEW
MICHAEL WILLIAMS

As a kid growing up, rarely one dreams 
of becoming an artist, let alone a painter. 
In our early years, at the beginning of our 
lifelong journey, we dream of becoming 
someone famous like a president, or 
a space explorer. The same goes for 
Michael Williams, who was born in 1986 
in South Florida. Michael was like any 
other kid, having no worries about the 
future and definitely making no concrete 
plans for his future career.

Little did he know that at the age of 22 
he would begin a journey of becoming 
one of the best contemporary painters, 
whose artwork would be held by 
collectors around the globe. Yes, that’s 
right, Michael started painting at the age 
of 22 while attending the University of 
Central Florida, from which he received 
his BFA in painting. His large-scale 
watercolor paintings, which combine 
contemporary realism with minimalist 
sensibility, will have you mesmerized 
from the second you lay your eyes on 
one of them. 

When I first saw Michael’s work I 

instantly become a huge fan. Right away 
I wanted to learn more about the artist 
who, with a stroke of his brush and some 
watercolors, made this plain canvas look 
straight back at the audience as if it had 
a soul (become alive). A few days later 
I was sitting with Michael at one of his 
studios in the Art Center on Lincoln Road 
in South Beach. To my surprise, he was 
absolutely down to earth, very polite, 
and a fun human being, which made this 
interview a blast.

You were born and raised in South 
Florida; have you ever wanted to move 
to a different part of the country?

“CONTEMPORARY REALISM 
WITH A MINIMALIST 

SENSIBILITY”
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“I KIND OF LIKED BEING A KID. ALWAYS LIVED IN THE MOMENT. 

NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT MY CAREER.”

Yeah, about four years ago and it almost 
lasted for two years, where it was just 
about every other week I was kind of 
visiting new places with an intent to 
move, to leave Miami, to leave South 
Florida. So I traveled to almost every 
major city in the US and went outside 
the country just to feel things out, with 
the intent to move out of Miami. And 
after two years of doing this I realized 
that, while I liked a lot of places, nothing 
really stuck in terms of how beneficial of 
a place it would be for my career and a 
place where I could see myself living. It 
did not hit those two big goals for me in 
the same way that Miami has.

When did you realize that you have this 
creative, artistic vision?

It was pretty much the last year that I 
was in college. I was actually looking to 
go into architecture. And from there I 
took some smaller art classes and really 
ended up enjoying them. It was mainly 
drawings and illustrations. And that was 
what started to pull me into this new 
career. Then I started taking real studio 
classes. And then I ended up taking a 
painting class. When I was taking that 
class I had the luxury of having 24-
hour access to my studio and fully took 
advantage of it. I was there almost every 

day. So in those couple of semesters 
I realized that if I could continue to do 
this, it was what I wanted to do. I wanted 
to be in my studio, and I wanted to be 
painting.

Did you learn how to paint like this 
through classes or did you always have 
it in you? Are you one of those artists 
who can pick up a pencil and draw 
something amazing on the spot?

I was always terrible at just picking up 
a pencil and drawing. I am a little more 
methodical. I like to think things out, 
approach everything from a different 
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HIS WORK IS HELD 
IN NUMEROUS 

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 
INTERNATIONALLY

angle, as opposed to being just 
completely fluid. My style is that I learn 
to do things on my own. In school I was 
working more abstractly. I was doing 
really large, abstract pieces. And later I 
taught myself to paint the way that I do.

Your mother is a doctor and your father 
is an accountant - not exactly artistic 
professions. So, did they support your 
career choice?

My parents have actually always been 
very supportive of any decision that I’ve 
made. They’ve always been supportive 
of me being an artist. In anything that 
I’ve done they’ve always seen the drive. 
And that’s what they look for. They’ve 
always backed me 100%.

When you first started in the art 
industry, what were your biggest 
challenges and obstacles?

I think the largest obstacle for me was 
actually getting my work out, finding 
spaces and people. I knew I was creating 
great work, but the idea of really finding 
a venue or finding spaces to really show 
them [was challenging].

Have there been any moments in 
your career when you wanted to quit 
painting and do something else?

Actually, it wasn’t too long ago, about 
around the same time I was thinking of 
moving. I wasn’t able to support myself 
with my art. Right before I moved into 
the Art Center, I said to myself, “I am 
going to make this work, I am going to 

put full effort into it.” And a lot of things 
came my way just by doing that.

Has your style changed over the years? 
And if it has, then how?

Absolutely! When I was first painting I 
was doing these large, abstract pieces 
about 14 feet by 12. They were more 
focused on texture. I was also working 
with acrylic paints. They were ending 
up getting a little bit flashier, so from 
there I was looking for a new medium. 
Then I had a commission to do smaller 
watercolor pieces, and from there I 
realized I can figure out a way to take 
this to canvas and to take it to a larger 
scale pieces. 

Who is your biggest critic? Are you 
always satisfied with your work?

Definitely, I would have to say myself. I 
am not always satisfied with my work. 
For every piece that I make I throw 
out one or two. I throw away a lot of 
paintings. Even if people tell me that it is 
great, but I am not happy with it, I would 
have to throw it away and move on. I 
don’t dwell over paintings.

Who is your biggest fan? Who admires 
you the most?

That would have to be my parents. My 
mom and my dad admire my work the 
most.

Going back to when you started and 
knowing what you know now, what 
would you do differently?

I CONSIDER MYSELF A CREATOR, ON A BASIC LEVEL
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Bruised Knuckles 
Watercolor on Canvas 

144” x 72”

I would actually put myself into a 
community a lot sooner. In the beginning 
of my career I wasn’t focused on being in 
the artist community. I would definitely 
connect with artist communities a little 
bit more.

What advice would you give to someone 
who is considering becoming an artist/
painter?

I think it is the same thing that I would 
have changed in my career early on. Find 
an artist community, be a part of a larger 
group. I think it is really helpful. You 
learn a lot and you find so many great 
connections. It’s one of the important 
things to be around like-minded people. 

Michael spends most of his time in his 
studio, always working, always creating, 
but even an artist who truly loves 
his craft needs to take a break, so to 
recharge Michael chooses to go to the 
beach and, if weather permits, surf. 

If you are interested in seeing Michael’s 
artwork then you have a few options; go 
to his website 
www.michaelwilliamsartist.com 
or you can stop by his new studio, which 
Michael and few other artists opened up 
right on the outskirts of the Wynwood 
district. The new place is called the 
Laundromat Art Space 
www.laundromatartspace.com 

The entire video interview with Michael 
Williams is available on our website at 
www.sflstyle.com. 

Mirroring The Reflection
Watercolor + Oil on Canvas 
144” x 96”
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SPRING BREAK TIME 
IN MIAMI BEACH

“Miami Beach is a city made for parties”

Are you ready for Spring Break? Are 
you tired of studying and worrying 
about tests? Well, Miami Beach 
is an ideal destination. Not only 
are students welcomed but there 
endless opportunities for fun and 
games when you join as many as 
300,000 other young people who 
are ready to relax and party. 
                                                                                                                                                            

While some Miami locations have 
invoked strict rules regarding 
Spring Break participants, Miami 
Beach remains one that is ‘student 
friendly’ and therefore is one of the 
most popular with Spring Break 
enthusiasts. It is open-minded to 
students who enjoy a good party 
and is a magnet for those who like 
the unusual.

When planning on a Spring Break in 
Miami Beach it is important to get 
your lodging lined up, check out the 
best restaurants, and find out where 
the most action is going to be (i.e. 
beach, boardwalk, downtown etc.)
prior to arrival. This will allow you to 
start your adventure the minute you 
arrive.

Writer of the story
Sebastian Levi
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Miami Beach hotels welcome Spring 
Break participants and you will really 
save money if you book one that will 
allow more than two people. Many 
of these locations offer “extras” 
such as hot tubs, free beer at 4 
o’clock, entertainment and so forth. 
The Clevelander Hotel, for example, 
offers a different entertainment 
every night. This includes things 
like contests, Ladies Night, cocktails 
half price all night or Thursday Night 
Carnivale where there are specialty 
acts, dance performances and a live 
DJ. 

Another place to explore is Nikki 
Beach. This is a large oceanfront 
compound that faces the ocean and 
has a restaurant, nightclub, cabana 
bar and a boutique. From March 
16th through March 20th a Nikki 
Music Conference will be held. This 
is a chance to hear the very best DJs 
presenting the latest popular music.
 

Pearl Lounge with its burlesque 
shows, Mango’s Tropical Café, which 
features salsa bands, delicious 
tropical drinks and sexy dancers in 
skin tight hot pants, and the Opium 
Garden, where the majority of the 
dance floor is outside, are just a few 
of the exhilarating nightclubs to visit.

Of course, the beach itself is an 
exciting place to be whether playing 
games, swimming or just walking 
around. That is where you will find 
a huge crowd during the day and 
presents a chance to meet hundreds 
of new people. The purpose of Spring 
Break is to have fun and that is what 
you will find at Miami Beach.

“College students are like caged animals, ready to get 
loose when they come to Miami Beach.”

Miami Beach is among the priciest 
Spring Break Destinations in the country.

Miami holds #7 spot on the America’s 
Top 20 Trashiest Spring Break Destinations list.

Miami is not the #1 Spring Break Destination, 
not even in the first 10. Las Vegas holds the #1 spot. 

Did  you  know?
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DOLORES, BUT YOU 
CAN  CALL  ME  LOLITA 

ECLECTIC CUISINE, DJS & DANCING

In October 2007, the current “Dolores but you can call 
me Lolita” restaurant was established by the Passion 

Restaurant Group. It has two stories with unique balconies 
and a patio. The interior is beautifully adorned throughout 

with a number of places for an intimate rendezvous. This is 
an excellent location for a romantic first date or to celebrate 

an anniversary.
1000 SOUTH MIAMI AVENUE. MIAMI FL 33130 

305 403-3103  

LOCATED IN HISTORIC FIRE 
STATION NO. 4, “DOLORES BUT 
YOU CAN CALL ME LOLITA” IS 
AN EXCITING RESTAURANT TO 
VISIT IN MIAMI.

Upon entering the restaurant, you will 
be amazed at the elegance displayed 
and the dreamy atmosphere with 
dimmed lights and candles. Soft music 
plays in the background while you are 
immediately escorted to a table and 
presented a menu. A server quickly 
appears to take your order, which is 
promptly served.

Quality food served at the restau-
rant includes things such as Eggplant 
Timbales, Serrano Ham Croquettes, 
Pan Seared Tuna with Bok Choy and a 
vast array of other delicious dishes. An 
appetizer is served with each meal at 
no charge. It is also possible to obtain 
American dishes such as Chicken and 
Waffles, Steak and Eggs, Eggs Benedict 
and so forth.

The restaurant has an excellent full bar 
area. Thursday Nights Happy Hour is 
especially popular. Fifty percent is taken 
off appetizers and some drinks are a 
dollar. A small dance floor, complete 
with DJ, allows one to dance to Latino 
music and EDM.
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Rusty Pelican
RESTAURANT

WATERFRONT RESTAURANT, LOUNGE, EVENTS

Located on a tip of land that extends into Biscayne Bay, 
the Rusty Pelican’s extraordinary location offers a perfect 
setting for an excellent eating experience. With expanded 

floor to ceiling windows, it offers a spectacular view of 
Miami and the surrounding shoreline. This is especially 

true at nighttime when the various colored city lights are 
reflected on the water. 

3201 RICKENBACKER CWY,  KEY BISCAYNE, FL 33149
305.361.3818

ONE OF THE MOST 
EXTRAORDINARY 

RESTAURANTS TO VISIT IN 
MIAMI IS THE RUSTY PELICAN. 

IT OFFERS A SPECTACULAR 
SETTING, WHICH IS 

COLORFULLY LANDSCAPED 
WITH TROPICAL SCENERY.

It is often possible to see dolphins 
swimming nearby as well as gulls 
and other sea birds. One event many 
diners enjoy is watching the Fourth of 
July Fireworks. This can be seen from 
the terrace or from inside, regardless 
where one is seated. Bonfires on the 
terrace invite diners to relax and watch 
the beautiful colors. This is a romantic 
moment to be remembered.

In addition to its classy building and 
gorgeous view, this upscale restaurant 
offers inside or outside dining with 
excellent food furnished by superior 
chefs. Whether you enjoy favorite dish-
es or wish to explore Latin-inspired 
ones, this is the location to expand 
one’s food experience. 

Visiting the Rusty Pelican is an ex-
perience like no other. The beautiful 
music and the over-all atmosphere of 
a restaurant that is highly familiar with 
furnishing customers with the best in 
an eating experience is something that 
will be remembered for years to come.
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THE ATTRACTIONS OF LAS OLAS 
BOULEVARD FORT LAUDERDALE

When you are visiting Florida, 
one of the most exciting places to 
visit is Las Solas Boulevard at Fort 
Lauderdale. This wide boulevard 
has businesses, art galleries, stores, 
shops, restaurants, antique shops, 
boutiques and hundreds of other 
interesting attractions.

Due to its length, two and a half 
miles, it may take more than one day 
to enjoy all this area has to offer. In 
addition to walking or driving, this 
location can also be reached via 
water taxi. It is possible to purchase 
round trip water taxi tickets and, if 
you save the stubs, some stores will 
give a discount.

With over 30 dining options, there 
is a chance to enjoy foods that are 
not usually available in one’s home 
setting. Café de Paris, The Cheese 
Factory, Chima Brazilian Steakhouse 
and Falafel Time (Vegan) are just a 

BEST SHOPS
IN SFL

few who offer the opportunity to 
taste different types of food. Some 
of the restaurants have waterfront 
patios where you can enjoy watching 
gulls and other wild life.

Las Olas Boulevard is dog friendly 
and therefore there are many 
outdoor tables for dining. This makes 
it possible to bring your dog instead 
of leaving him or her in a hotel room.

Big City Tavern, Golden Lyon Vintage 
Pub are excellent places to stop for 
a drink. Golden Lyon has outdoor 
tables where you can watch the 
people on Las Olas go by.

This area is a shopper’s paradise. 
Everything from chic swim and 
beachwear to bridal clothes is 
available. Items specially designed to 
fit the tastes of children, teenagers 
and adults are available. There are 
also bargain-hunting places that 
offer everything from everyday to 
vintage clothing at a discounted 
price.

Antique shops on the boulevard 
offer a wide range of items from 
old Florida and other locations. The 
possibility of finding an antique jewel 
or a match to an article you already 
have is something that cannot be 
missed. Art shops offer an extensive 
variety of new and old creative prints 
and original artwork that will add 
extra chic to your home or office.

Las OLas BOuLevard is a 
pOpuLar thOrOughfare in fOrt 
LauderdaLe, that runs frOm 

andrews avenue in the CentraL 
Business distriCt tO a1a and 

fOrt LauderdaLe BeaCh.      
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ALEX AND ANY

HAVANA 1955 - GENUINE CROCODILE 
HANDBAG

HAVANA - 1958 LEATHER BUCKET
HANDBAG

          DANIELS          SHOP 603 IBIZA

Genuine Crocodile leather in Cognac
Suede lining
Hand-painted edges
Interior zip and smartphone pockets
Medium size: 14 3/4” W X 9 1/4” H X 6” D

visit D’CARLO website at www.dcarlo.com

Genuine Leather, Bullhide 6-8 oz.
Excellent and unique leather handbag
Hand-painted edges
Interior zip and smartphone pockets
Medium size: 10 1/2” W X 11” H X 7” D

visit D’CARLO website at www.dcarlo.com

Eco-friendly jewelry 
chain known for 
its handcrafted 

expandable bangles, 
chain necklaces & rings.

1012 E Las Olas Blvd, 
Fort Lauderdale, 

FL 33301

Daniels Antiques
is a family owned and 

operated business
with 35 years of 

experience. 

615 E Las Olas Blvd
Fort Lauderdale, 

FL 33301

Ibiza carries the best 
names in fashionable 
footwear for men and 

women. They also carry 
a variety of accessories.

711 E Las Olas Blvd, 
Fort Lauderdale, 

FL 33301

Trendy boutique 
carrying swimwear 
& casual apparel, 
plus fragrances & 

accessories.

603 E Las Olas Blvd, 
Fort Lauderdale, 

FL 33301



SFLSTYLE.com30

President’s Day weekend, which landed on 
February 11th-15th in 2016, was a red-
letter day in the world of boating. The Miami 
Marine Stadium Park & Basin in beautiful 
Miami Beach hosted the fabulous, long-
awaited exhibition of the newest, the best, 
and the most extravagant boats, marine 
accessories, related electronics, and nautical 
items available today. Over 100,000 people 
visited the event this year. It was the largest 
event Miami Beach had seen yet, with more 
than 400 boats on the water.

This wasn’t just a “boat show” - it had an 
astonishing 2,000 exhibitors, over 1,200 
new boats, and the latest accessories on 
display. You were actually able to see, touch, 
and even try out the latest equipment right 
there on the spot. Builders and factory 
representatives were on hand to help you 
find what you needed (and what you really 
really wanted). South Florida was the center 
of the boating universe for this exciting 5 day 
show. The event has been held here in Miami 
Beach for 75 years, and this year it was the 
best ever!

During this 5 day fair, besides the exhibition 
itself, there were multiple events held after 
hours for boat industry professionals. We 
attended one of these gatherings to learn 
more about the industry. The event was 
held by the Martin Flory Group for one of 
their client co-operative press suites. The 

MIAMI  international 
boat show 2016

Martin Flory Group is a public relations firm 
founded in 1962. The firm has been a regular 
at the Miami International Boat show since 
1963. They concentrate on the marine, 
outdoor, and RV markets, and also help 
clients whose businesses extend to other 
industries. They specialize in generating 
editorial coverage, mainly through press 
releases about their client’s products, 
projects, and company news. The firm serves 
clients not only in the United States, but 
throughout the entire globe. Their current 
family of clients, numbering over 30, include 
boat builders, engine distributors, accessory 
and component manufacturers, software 
developers, and even an industry non-profit 
organization. The Martin Flory Group has 
close relationships with media in their core 
markets globally, which contributes greatly 
to the success of the services the firm 
provides their clients. 

We talked to the organizer of the event, 
Kelly Flory. For the past 20 years Kelly has 
represented The Martin Flory Group at 
the Miami International Boat Show. She’s 
experienced firsthand how the show has 
grown over the years. So we asked Kelly a 
few questions…

SFL STYLE: “How has the Miami 
International Boat Show evolved since you 
first took part in it?”

Kelly: “I can only speak personally as to 
the past 20 years, the time in which I’ve 
experienced the show. Years ago, the first day 
of the show was for industry trade members 
only. It was interesting to see the transition 
from business-to-business attendance 
and conversations on the first day, to the 
consumer interactions on the following 
days. The show has continuously grown, 
and draws a large number of international 
visitors, especially from Central and South 
America. The in-water portion of the show, 
previously held at Sea Isle Marina, has 
always been an interesting facet of the entire 
experience. It’s exciting to see boats ranging 
from small inflatables to very powerful high-
performance vessels taking people out for 
rides. There has also been an evolution in 
the focus on attendees, such as the addition 
of sportfishing seminars, the Fred’s Shed 
educational sessions, and family-oriented 
activities.”

SFL STYLE: “In your opinion what were the 
best highlights of this year’s show?”

Kelly: “The show’s new location is spectacular. 
Being out on Virginia Key provides a closer 
connection with the water, especially since 
the in-water portion of the show is now at 
the same location as the land exhibits. There 
is a new energy there. NMMA did a fantastic 
job of organizing the event, of executing 
a world-class boat show on what was 
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essentially a barren site a year ago. I hope 
the renovation of Miami Marine Stadium 
becomes a reality. It will provide even more 
exciting opportunities for the show.”

SFL STYLE: “Was there anything that the 
organizers of the show could have done 
better or may improve upon in the years to 
come?”

Kelly: “NMMA has already recognized the 
challenges with transportation, food, and 
restroom facilities. I saw how quickly they 
adjusted in the first few days of the show to 
overcome initial issues, and know they will 
further address this for the 2017 show. They 
have been gathering feedback, to ensure 

they continue to provide the experience that 
attendees and exhibitors deserve. We were 
thrilled to be part of the Miami International 
Boat Show’s 75th anniversary. It’s an 
important show for the recreational boating 
industry, and has a huge local economic 
impact. We look forward to its continued 
growth and success.”

Yes, we absolutely have to agree with Kelly. 
The Miami International Boat Show 2016 
was a wonderful success. 

We can’t wait until next year. The show brings 
together the best in the boat industry from 
around the world. It gives you a chance to 
meet face to face the industry key players and 

the companies they represent. Just a handful 
of these companies include Maverick, Grig, 
Caribe, Sea Ray, Yamaha, Chris-Craft, Tracker, 
Malibu, MasterCraft, Sabre, Marlow, Regal, 
Palm City, Glasstream, Z Marine, Seminole, 
Mako, Starcraft, Tidewater, Premier, Cobalt, 
Sea Vee, Pursuit, and many, many more. 

The organizers did a great job keeping visitors 
entertained at all times. 
They had a vintage South Florida racing 
boat called the “Carol Suzanne”, a “Y” class 
hydro boat from 1962. The “Last Blast” was 
a Jersey skiff powered by a 1957 Chevy V-8 
and was built right here in Miami.

Perhaps some of the most exciting hands-
on experiences were the classes and 
workshops. Attendees had the opportunity 
to learn about troubleshooting their engines, 
how to keep their carbs clean, how to choose 
props and how they work, and quite a bit 
more. They even had service technicians on 
hand to answer any questions.

The kids had a great time, too. There was 
a “Kid’s Corner” with games and activities 
to keep the little ones entertained. The Life 
Jacket Relay Race was a chance for the kids 
to run off a little energy, laugh, and win 
prizes.

The event was set on gorgeous Virginia Key; 
there could be no better location for the show 
than this island surrounded by the waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean.
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SHORT TERM
RENTAL APT

CONDO 
FOR SALE

realestate

3 beds, 4 baths, 2,732 sqft 
3193 Royal Palm Ave,
Miami Beach, FL 33140
$200-1,000 per night

VICTORIA SAPA
CELL: 305-778-7223

2 beds, 3 baths, 1,862 sqft 
50 S Pointe Dr APT 2603, 
Miami Beach, FL 
$4,950,000

VICTORIA SAPA
CELL: 305-778-7223

2 beds, 2 baths, 286 sqft 
485 Brikell Ave, unit #4304 
Miami, FL 33131
$628,000

VICTORIA SAPA
CELL: 305-778-7223

South
Florida
living

CONDO 
FOR SALE
1 bed, 1 bath, 752 sqft 
1300 Brickell Bay Dr,  #2305, 
Miami, FL 33131 
S389,000

VICTORIA SAPA
CELL: 305-778-7223

APARTMENT 
FOR SALE 

First class 
service

VICTORIA SAPA
ACQUA REALTY GROUP
CELL: 305-778-7223

FOR MORE PROPERTIES FOR SALE VISIT WWW.SFLSTYLE.COM/HOMES
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CONDO 
FOR SALE 

CONDO 
FOR SALE 

3 beds,  3 full , 1 h/baths 1,956 sqft 
17121 Collins Ave apt 2408
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160
$2,570,000

SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
CELL: 786-443-7499

3 beds,  3 full , 1 h/baths 1,933 sqft
17121 Collins Ave Apt 2705, 
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160
$2,730,000

SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
CELL: 786-443-7499

CONDO
FOR SALE
2 beds, 2 baths, 1,500 sqft
3250 NE 188 St

AvENturA, FL 33180
$1,256,000

SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
CELL: 786-443-7499

Luxury 
Real Estate 
Specialist
SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
MIAMI VIP REALTY LLC
CELL: 786-443-7499

HOUSE 
FOR SALE
4 beds, 3 baths, 4,300 sqft
2370 NE 213th Ter
Miami, FL 33180
$1,190,000

SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
CELL: 786-443-7499

CONDO
FOR SALE 
2 beds, 2baths, 1,577 sqft
18201 Collins Ave apt 4507
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160
$1,450,000

SVETLANA IZGARSHEVA
CELL: 786-443-7499
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Things that you only find on Miami Beach.
Beautiful... Weird... Crazy... And Fun...

For more photos go to www.sflstyle.com
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YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE WITH SFL STYLE

For advertisement call or email
Phone: (888) 253-5391
E-mail: support@sflstyle.com
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D’Carlo
www.dcarlo.com


